Caught in the Web Press Release

Local business helps in fight against cyber bullying

(Name of business) is set to donate (number) books to (name of school) in a bid to help educate children about cyber bullying and internet safety.

The (area)-based firm funded the interactive work books after a survey revealed that a shocking one in five 11-year-olds have been victims of cyber bullying and 22 per cent do not know how to protect themselves.
Now with the help of the Barney & Echo interactive workbooks, entitled Caught in the Web, children at key stage 1-2 will learn how to protect themselves from internet and text bullies.

As part of the pupils’ personal, social and health education (PSHE) classes, the books will also be used to teach pupils about the ‘dos and don’ts’ of staying safe online and the dangers of social networking sites.

(Name of director and business) is due to formally hand over the books at a special presentation event at (details). He said: “(Insert quote)”

The books have been produced by The Police Community Clubs of Great Britain (PCCGB) as part of a project designed to promote citizenship among young people and build on PSHE education. They have been delivered to more than 250,000 children nationwide.
Founder of the PCCGB, Barry Jones MBE, said: “Caught in the Web is the latest and arguably the most important of our current publications in our Barney & Echo series.

“Internet safety is vital if our children and young people are to be protected from those people who chose to deceive, groom and exploit the most vulnerable.”
Stephen Jackson of Chester-based publishing firm Community Initiatives Associates helped to develop the books. He is confident that the books will act as a vital resource for teachers.

He said: “Internet safety and text bullying are now becoming serious problems. Barney and Echo: Caught in the Web is an ideal educational solution as it teaches primary school children about the consequences of text and internet bullying.”
Set in Treetop Forest, the book follows the adventures of Barney Eagle and Echo Squirrel. The school will also receive classroom support materials such as wall posters, stickers and related drama scripts.

Notes to Editor

· Survey results are taken from The Anti-Bullying Alliance's Stay Safe in Cyberspace Report, based on the responses of 227 year 6 pupils.

· The Police Community Clubs of Great Britain is run by a committee made up entirely of serving or retired police officers and has established a network of young people’s clubs which covers the whole of the United Kingdom.
· Barney & Echo: Caught in the Web is the fourth in the Barney & Echo series of books. The other titles are A Friendship Made: Let’s Talk About Bullying and Vandalism, The Magic Mirror: Let's Talk About Drugs, Tobacco and Alcohol and Echo’s New Watch.
· For more information visit: 
www.policecommunityclubs.org
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